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1. Iran Could Face Further Economic Sanctions over Nuclear Program (03-03-2010)

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — The Iranian regime’s refusal to prevadfull disclosure of its nuclear development
program to the International Atomic Energy AgenidHA) will leave the international community
no choice but to pursue further, deeper econonmctsms, U.S. Ambassador Glyn Davies said
March 3.

The IAEA 35-nation board of governors is holdingeeklong meeting in Vienna, and the major
topic has been Iran and its nuclear developmergran.

“Iran has not suspended its enrichment and heawgrwelated programs, as required by the U.N.
Security Council and the board of governors,” $a@is, who is the U.S. permanent representative
to the IAEA in Vienna. Western nations fear thanimay be trying to develop nuclear weapons.
Uranium enrichment is one necessary component apares development to build a nuclear bomb.

“We find ourselves eight years into an investigatichich Iran seems determined to defy, obfuscate
and stymie,” Davies said.
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The U.N. Security Council previously imposed threends of political and economic sanctions to
convince Iranian leaders to halt uranium enrichnagat give up plans for a weapons program. In
November 2009, the IAEA boakated to censure Irdor building a second uranium enrichment
plant at Qom, and the Iranian regime followed u@bgouncing plans to build 10 more plants to
enrich uranium. Iran’s primary nuclear developmfantlity is near the city of Natanz.

Newly elected IAEA Director-General Yukiya Amanddahe board March 1 that his investigators
“cannot confirm that all nuclear material in Iranim peaceful activities because Iran has not
provided the agency with the necessary cooperdti@guest Iran to take steps toward the full
implementation of its safeguards agreement amuthisr obligations as a matter of high priority.”

The five permanent members of the U.N. Securityr€du— Britain, China, France, Russia and

the United States — plus Germany have been comdpictiensive talks with Iranian officials over
their nuclear program. This group grew out of eardifforts by Britain, France and Germany to
convince Iran to suspend uranium enrichment inrneflor a package of incentives. Three years ago,
the six powers also offered Iran a package of teatkdiplomatic incentives to forgo its uranium
enrichment efforts, and later added to the incestibut Iranian authorities continued to reject
suspension of uranium enrichment.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton told 8enate in February that a new set of sanctions is
likely from the Security Council. But she also taldother congressional committee that the United
States may pursue another course.

“We will look at additional bilateral and prefergihultilateral sanctions with willing nations, on
top of whatever we get out of the Security Couh€llinton said February 26efore the House
Foreign Affairs Committee.

The Spanish delegation to the IAEA board meetingchvis representing the European Union,
issued a strong warning to Iran to comply with $ggCouncil resolutions or face a fourth set of
sanctions. It has been reported by news medidhbatext set of sanctions could focus on the
banking, shipping and insurance sectors of Iracsmemy.

SANCTIONS IMPOSED

Since 2006, the Security Council has imposed thet® of sanctions that are still in effect. Thstfir
set concerns sensitive nuclear materials and tlezassets of individual Iranians and some
companies. The second set included new arms aanciiasl sanctions, and the third set added
further travel and financial sanctions.

The United States shut Iran’s Bank Saderat out@ti.S. financial system in September 2006. It
did the same thing to Bank Melli and Bank MellaOntober 2007. The United States has also
sanctioned Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard, vhiontrols the nuclear development program.
And the U.S. Congress considering legislatiothat would require more and deeper sanctions.

The European Union has imposed visa bans on skaioan officials and Iran’s top nuclear and
ballistics experts. Britain froze more than $1 #dn in Iranian assets under EU- and U.N.-imposed
sanctions. Britain has also frozen business tids Bank Mellat and the Islamic Republic of Iran
Shipping Lines.

“Iran’s continued production of low-enriched uramiiand its move to enrich up to nearly 20
percent are, unfortunately, just the latest adadéito the long list of steps Iran has taken in

P.O. Box 309, 814 99 Bratislava, phone: 02/5922-3272, fax:02/5441-8862
e-mail: ARC Brat@state.qov, http://slovakia.usembassy.gov 2




March 4, 2010

disregard of its obligations to all of us,” Daviedd the IAEA board. “We hope that Iran will
change its current course and seek the path otfiaégos.”

“Not doing so leaves the international communitychoice but to pursue further, deeper sanctions
to hold Iran accountable,” he said.

2. Briefing by Special Representative Holbrooke on Recent Trip (03-02-2010)
Holbrooke discusses Afghanistan, Pakistan, Central Asia, Georgia, Germany

U.S. Department of State, Office of the Spokesman
Washington, D.C.

MR. CROWLEY: Sorry for the delay. Good afternooneMdme to the Department of State and
our daily press briefing. We always like a guestueer to come and give us the latest on significan
regional issues, none more important than our aggeiforts in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the
Central Asian Republics. Richard was just on aemsite trip around the world that included stops
in many countries, including, Afghanistan, Pakistmd finishing up in Georgia and Germany. So
he thought it was a good time to come down andgivgt you a current sense of the state of play in
Afghanistan.

| think he’ll be happy to entertain questions oa $ituation in Marja and also how other
governments in the region see the issues unfolaighow they're — we’re working together very
closely with them. And then we’ll follow up on othgubjects.

Richard, thank you.

AMBASSADOR HOLBROOKE: Thank you very much for corginThis is the pattern that P.J.
and | are trying to evolve, that after every maygy | come down here and we just talk, so | want t
talk about this trip which was my fifth trip thiggr and my second to the Gulf, second to South
Asia, but my first, since taking this job, to CeitAsia. And this is part of an accelerating
intensification of our diplomatic outreach efforts.

In the last six months, we’ve had delegations iifge in Russia, in Turkey, in all — almost every
country in the Gulf and, of course, in Europe, imr@ and now for the first time, we've reached
into Central Asia. | was in four of the five “stahs order — if | can remember them, we’ve moved
so fast — Uzbekistan, first; then Kyrgyzstan; tA@jikistan; and then Kazakhstan. We had also
planned to go to Turkmenistan, but through a lagastommunications failure, we did not get the
final clearance to land in Ashkabad until we wenelte runway taking off for Estonia, so we were
locked in. And that’s a minor story, but that's @y reason we weren’t in Ashkhabad.

Now the purpose of this, as we alluded to last tinvas down here, was to visit all the countries in
the region, all the neighbors — with the exceptibiran. I've now talked face-to-face with the
leadership. In the case of Kyrgyzstan, which dadsawe a common border with Afghanistan — the
very important Manas Transit Center, which will-berhich we will renew the arrangements some
in the next few weeks, and | wanted to launch pnatess. We’ve very grateful to the Kyrgyz’'s
Government for that support. And | had a very eor@l meeting with the troops at Manas. Thirty-
five thousand Americans go through Manas trainifigansit Center every month. And we just
dropped in on the room where they would talk tartfamilies on Skype and playing foosball and
just chatted with some of them coming in and ourd Ahat’s always valuable to have an encounter
with — we talked, in particular, to a young firgutenant who was on his way back to Alaska who
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had been in Khost and who gave us a very vivid vdastription of his efforts down there. | can go
back to that later if it interests you.

In Tashkent, of course, we talked about the Norttastribution Network and its importance to us.
Most of the supplies coming through that entry poito Afghanistan — the Northern Distribution
Network — come through Uzbekistan. In Kazakhstamtalked about improving and increasing our
over-flight facilities and improving rail transighich is an issue we’re interested in. And in
Tajikistan, we talked about also northern distiitnuissues. And in addition, we talked about
resources. Water is a huge problem, as you all knoRakistan and Afghanistan. And Tajikistan
has one of the greatest water potentials in thédwand President Rahmon described that to us in
some detail. And we have, on a separate basis wedw a water resources task force now set up
in the Department to examine how we can additigrtalp the countries of the area, and
particularly Pakistan with the water issue.

And finally, after the four Central Asian Republigge went on to Georgia. Now, Georgia — and we
visited the Georgian battalion outside Thilisi whigill — will be deployed next month to
Afghanistan.

The U.S. Marines, who are advising the training whd do this as a profession, said these are
among the best troops that they’'ve ever seen. Thesany of these troops fought in Irag with the
coalition. Those of you who know Georgia, know tittata mountainous country with terrain
features that are sometimes similar to Afghanistéwey have a tremendous fighting tradition. And
they are going into Afghanistan with no nationaleas, and after they unpack and get
acclimatized, they will be integrated into the Mrioperations in Helmand.

On a per capita basis, right now, they are — tipgpear to have the highest per capita troop
contribution of any country in the world. They’lelup to about 950 troops when this battalion gets
there. It's an extremely important deployment ardare grateful for it. President Saakashvili and |
had discussed this a year ago and started thegzradeach has led to the deployment, and he
accompanied me on this trip to the training missiamas not there on any other subject. We did
not discuss U.S-Russian relations. We did not dis@ssues involving their future relationships
with NATO. This was an Afghanistan-related trip.

But | want to express with great strength on bebfthe entire U.S. Government how much the
United States Government appreciates the Georgiatnilsution. It came by coincidence on the
same day that the government in the NetherlantsNe] this is an important deployment and it's
gotten far too little attention.

The — Germany, of course, was to continue our kegk} coordinations with one of our most
important allies, but the main focus in Germany tiesGerman support of the police training
program. Germans — by constitution, the Germansatgout their police under a military

command, and I'm sure all of you understand why wes written into the constitution. But within
that framework, they’re doing a very important o police training which is being closely
coordinated with the military command, but undgyasate command arrangements consistent with
the German constitution.

And we hope they will increase the amount of tresn&@hey do — although we raised, we pulled
together a very impressive number of additionahing personnel in the last week at the force
generation conference, we’re still short some ingiipersonnel, so that's important.
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And the front end of the trip was in Doha and Sardibia. Doha was to address the Brookings
Institution Conference, the World Islamic Forumeyhe one of the best conferences in the world
run by Ambassador Martin Indyk and the Qatari Gowegnt. Talked to the Qatari officials, of
course, and then went to Riyadh to continue ododige with them, which is — obviously Saudi
Arabia is of enormous importance.

Now, in the middle of this, | went to AfghanistamdaPakistan and saw the leadership. I've now
seen President Karzai three times in three diftezeantries in the last month. We’ve had extensive
and detailed discussions on the implementationsoplans as he outlined them in Kabul on
November 19th, in London on January 28th, and imigluon February 6th or 7th — I don’t
remember which date, but at the Munich confereAaod. so the conversations in Kabul were a
continuation of that. And | met with other membefshe government as well. Did not have a
chance to get out of town, but | spent a lot oktiwith General McChrystal and Ambassador
Eikenberry.

Finally, in Pakistan, extensive discussions with phesident, Prime Minister Gilani, the leader of
the opposition Nawaz Sharif, and the leadershipn@Pakistani Army General Kayani and his
senior colleagues. Those — that dialogue will cargi My next trip to the region will be with
Admiral Mullen. Together, we did this just undeyear ago. | think some of you in this room were
on that trip. And Admiral Mullen and I try to do@ilt one civ-mil — joint civ-mil trip a year, and
that trip will include India.

Last point: We had — P.J. and | had hoped toddyitg the FBI director with me, Bob Mueller,

who has just come back from an important trip tghfeinistan and Pakistan. He had a conflict and |
apologize. If there’s interest, maybe we can bhimg over at another time. | would recommend,
P.J., that you consider that because | think Mtisltep up — P.J. and | heard a detailed discumssio
by him yesterday. It was in furtherance of ouatelal meetings last year which we’re going to
resume in a few months here.

And in that — and in his trip, he put together aetimgy between the two ministers of interior,
Minister Atmar and Minister Malik of Afghanistan @akistan. This is really important. The
coordination between the two countries is at the o the policies that we’'ve been developing
over the last 13 months. And we really think thaebtor Mueller's meetings were important and
move things forward.

So with that outline of what we did, I'll be hapfiytake your questions. Thank you.

Read morehttp://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2010/March/20100303114849xjsnommis0.742MhtoB&distid=ucs#ixzzOhCaT|EBc

3. United States Praises Pakistani Actions Against Extremists (03-02-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — The Obama administration’s specialeggntative for Afghanistan and Pakistan
praised the actions of Pakistan’s government arithnyi saying military operations and
apprehensions of leading Afghan Taliban figuregdm®akistan are contributing to efforts to
remove Taliban fighters from the battlefield thrbugintegration.
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“I just want to express my appreciation to the Bkii government and its army for what it's
doing,” Ambassador Richard Holbrooke told reporterg/ashington March 2. He mentioned the
military offensives in Swat and South Waziristasyeell as theecent capture of Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradaand other senior Afghan Taliban figures who haserbliving in Pakistan.

“They’re doing these things in the face of enormay&rwhelming economic problems,” including
water and energy supplies. “We, in turn, are trymgicrease our support for the Pakistanis,” he
said.

Holbrooke said that anecdotal information suggtsisthe Pakistani activities, along with
operations in central Helmand province by Afghatusiéy personnel and the International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF), are causing some Talilgdmefrs to consider renouncing violence and
returning to civilian life under the authority dfet Afghan government.

“ISAF is reporting more and more people contacthgm and saying, ‘We want to talk about
separate peace arrangements,” Holbrooke saitsrlt clearly quantifiable [but] it's logical to
assume it's happening,” he said.

“These are positive events, and they should beosstd by anybody who opposes extremism and
terrorism,” he added.

U.S. relations with Pakistan’s government and amjitare “much better today than they were 13
months ago” when the Obama administration begasalte

According to aMarch 1 media noteeleased by the State Department, Pakistan’s iWegh

Frontier Province Elite Force received eight arrdguersonnel carriers and surveillance equipment
from the State Department’s Bureau of Internatidweicotics and Law Enforcement. The vehicles,
as well as equipment such as night vision binosulglobal positioning systems and solar panels,
will support the force’s actions against violentrerists, according to the note.

The note said U.S. civilian law enforcement asestao Pakistan totaled $49.5 million in 2009,
including funds for equipping, training and rehahation of police facilities.

The Obama administration says it also welcomesedbent restoration of dialogue between
Pakistan and Indigssistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs. E.dbwleycommended the
leadership of both countries February 25, sayitigvas a courageous step to open the door to
dialogue again,” after previous efforts were disegpby the November 2008 terrorist attacks in
Mumbai.

“We certainly hope that both countries will build this dialogue in the weeks and months ahead,”
Crowley said.

Holbrooke said both India and Pakistan have “legate security interests” in Afghanistan and in
the region and that the United States is seekimgpoove its relations with both.

“In New Delhi and in Islamabad, people come upg@nd say, ‘Oh, you're pro the other country.
You're favoring one country over another.” Thatts true,” he said.

“Improved relations with one country is not at thegense of the other,” he said. “By improving
relations in both countries, we can move forwaggaeral search for peace and stability in the
region.”
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4. Remarks by Secretary Clinton, Israeli Defense Minister Barak (02-26-2010)
Clinton looks forward to discussing bilateral, regi onal issues

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton And IdrBefense Minister Ehud Barak Before Their
Meeting

SECRETARY CLINTON: It's a great personal pleasimeme to welcome back my friend and the
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak. The defensester and | will be discussing a number of
issues. Certainly, as he knows and as we have okealemany times, the President and | are
deeply committed to a comprehensive peace begimitinga re-launch of meaningful negotiations
between the Israelis and the Palestinians as sopossible. We believe a two-state solution is the
best way to end the conflict and guarantee peaceyisy, and prosperity for Israelis and
Palestinians alike.

We will also be discussing the situation in GaZae people of Gaza deserve hope for a better
future, and making sure that they have that hopgehb®th the interests of the Israelis and the
Palestinians. Minister Barak and | will discuss tieed to do more in this regard while keeping in
mind very real Israeli security concerns: therggtahold that Hamas is attempting to place on life
in Gaza and Gilad Shalit’s captivity by Hamas.

And we will also, | am sure, Minister, discuss lraWe have pursued a dual-track approach to Iran.
We remain committed to a diplomatic, peaceful resoh. But as the recent IAEA report makes
clear, Iran is not living up to its responsibilgjeand we are working with our partners in the
international community to increase pressure om toachange course.

So, Minister Barak, it is indeed a pleasure. Aralh&ve so many serious matters to discuss
together, but there is one matter that | haveiserdat | was asked about in a congressional
hearing yesterday, and that is trying to get nm&ainers of gefilte fish from the processing plant
in lllinois to Israel in time for Passover. (Laugh) So these are intractable problems; thisveme
might be able to solve. (Laughter.)

DEFENSE MINISTER BARAK: Thank you, Secretary Cont | am glad to be here. | can just
tell you how much we appreciate the effort madéhgyAdministration under the leadership of the
Secretary and with Senator Mitchell at the fronélto bring us and the Palestinians into substantia
negotiations. We all want to see peace in ouoregWe understand that we’ll have to take tough
decisions while not losing eye contact with ounsiyg needs and making sure that both sides will
be able to live in security and peace.

We also highly appreciate the effort made by PeggidDbama and the Secretary to make sure that
sanctions against Iran will become effective aral thatever title it get, get effective, limited in
time, consequential, and without losing eye contattt the possibility that in spite of all effort,

will not lead to Iran accepting the internationarms. I’'m looking forward for fruitful discussion

of all issues, including the gefilte fish.

SECRETARY CLINTON: (Laughter.) Thank you.
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5. Ambassador Wolff on U.S. Vote on Middle East Resolution (02-26-2010)
Update on U.N. fact-finding mission on Gaza conflic  t

Statement by Ambassador Alejandro D. Wolff, U.Splty Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, on a UN General Assembly Resolutiorthe UN Fact-Finding Mission on the
Gaza Conflict, in a Special Session of the Gengsabembly, February 26, 2010

Thank you Mr. President. The United States rema@eply concerned about the pain and suffering
endured by both Palestinians and Israelis. We coetio believe that the best solution is to achieve
a comprehensive peace in the region, includingstates, Israel and Palestine, living side by side
in peace and security. There is no substitute ifectinegotiations between the parties leading to
the creation of a Palestinian state, and we shalulze working to advance the cause of peace —
not to hinder it. To this end, we must safeguaeddhgoing efforts to restart Permanent Status
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.

Mr. President, the United States strongly suppet®untability for any human rights and
humanitarian law violations in relation to the Gapaflict. Our goal in this regard remains to have
domestic authorities carry out thorough, indepehderd credible investigations of allegations of
such violations. In that regard, we note Israglismission of a detailed 46-page report to the
Secretary-General providing information on its dstigeinvestigations, and we note that the
Palestinian Authority has recently establishedreependent Investigative Commission. The
issues raised by this resolution that are reladddst year’s conflict in Gaza should be resolved b
credible domestic investigations and their follop-u

We continue to believe that the Report of the UNtHFanding Mission on the Gaza Conflict,
widely known as the Goldstone Report, is deephydd. We have previously noted shortcomings
that include its unbalanced focus on Israel, thgatiee inferences it draws about Israel’s intergion
and actions, its failure to deal adequately withasymmetrical nature of the Gaza conflict, and its
failure to assign appropriate responsibility to Henfor deliberately targeting civilians and basing
itself and its operations in heavily civilian-poptéd urban areas. The Goldstone Report is also
problematic in its many overreaching recommendatenmd its sweeping legal and political
conclusions. The Report contains, as does theutsoljust voted, a counterproductive
recommendation to convene the High ContractingéXatd the Fourth Geneva Convention and an
inappropriate attempt to press action on the SgcGouncil.

The resolution we have just voted reflects sewvafréie same problems as the predecessor it recalls.
For these reasons, we voted against the resolution.

Thank you Mr. President.

6. Statement on Outcomes of London Conference on Afghanistan (02-25-2010)
U.S. cites OSCE’s commitment to intensify engagemen  t with Afghanistan

The United States shares the views of others hatetlie London Conference on Afghanistan was
successful in demonstrating the international comitgis continuing support for Afghanistan and
in highlighting the importance of strong Afghandegship.

We welcome the conference’s emphasis on the impoetaf regional cooperation; greater efforts
to combat terrorism, violent extremism, and nawgsotrafficking; and enhanced efforts to tackle
corruption and promote good governance, humang;@md economic development.
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Toward these ends, we see continued opportundare@$CE engagement with Afghanistan where
the OSCE has unique expertise. This includes, riticpéar, efforts to improve the security and
management of Afghanistan’s northern border, cauhitgt drugs trafficking, and improve the
conduct of elections. We also hope to see more afglparticipate in OSCE-sponsored workshops,
seminars, and conferences, which offer opportusitbenake Afghans more familiar with OSCE
norms and best practices across all three dimession

To that end, we add our thanks to the Chairmarfshifhe important role played by Kazakhstan’s
Embassy in Kabul in facilitating the participatioh35 Afghans in OSCE-organized counter-
narcotics training in Dushanbe. We also thank theeghment of Japan for financing the project
and the government of Tajikistan for hosting ttaéning.

We welcome the Chairmanship’s stated commitmeittemsifying OSCE engagement with
Afghanistan and look forward to continued effortghis regard. We remain convinced that the
OSCE could be even more effective if the organirakiad the flexibility to undertake certain
activities inside Afghanistan, particularly thostéated to border security and training.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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